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INSTALLATION GUIDE 
BEFORE BEGINNING WORK 

Having taken delivery of your boards, we recommend 

you allow them at least two days to adjust to your 

local temperature and conditions before starting 

work. We do not recommend installing your deck 

in very cold or very hot weather. Y our composite 

decking boards can be worked with normal 

woodworking tools. We recommend using a wood 

saw with a fine-tooth blade to cut boards to size. 

When cutting, care should be taken to ensure the 

boards are properly supported. 

FOR YOUR SAFETY 

As with other building work it is important 

to work safely and to take suitable safety 

precautions including the wearing of protective 

clothes, gloves, safety goggles and dust mask. 

Visit the Health and Safety Executive's website 

www.hse.gov.uk for more information on how to 

work safely 

TOOLS REQUIRED Standard woodworking tools can be used when working with all our decking ranges. 

• Circular Saw
• Power Mitre Saw for bevelled edges
• Jig Saw
• Hand Drill - 3mm and countersink drill bits
• Screwdriver

DDecks fixings must be used for all DDecks products. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Impact Driver 

Tape Measure 

Carpentry Square 

Spirit Level 

Pencil 

Sub-frames and Joists, we recommend the use of pressure treated timber joists 50x100mm or 

50x150mm alternatively composite/aluminium joists depending on design. 

The type of surface you are going to build your deck on will 

determine which method you use to construct your sub-frame. 

If constructing on a garden area clear away any weeds, plants, 

rocks or other material that might be obstructing the installation 

area. You may want to cut away turf by using an edger around 

the area. Ideally you will want to work with bare soil, so you 

will need to dig at least 5cm deep. Make sure the ground is 

even and flat. Cover the area with landscaping fabric followed 

by gravel until it fills the 5cm gap to aid drainage. The ground 

should be suitable to hold your sub-frame. 

-
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Lay out your joists 350mm centre to centre, running the 

opposite way to the direction of the deck boards. Your sub

frame must be no more than 20mm from other fixed objects, 

such as walls and fences. If you use timber to create your sub

frame, we recommend using deck tape to protect it. All our 

deck boards must be installed directly onto a sub-frame. Allow 

a minimum of 35mm space beneath the decking sub-frame to 

ensure adequate airflow beneath the structure. Please ensure 

the sub-frame is secure using specialised screws to suit the 

material used. 
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We recommend that your decking has a gradual gradient of at 
least 1:100 that runs away from any adjoining buildings to help 
water to naturally disperse and to prevent water pooling. There 
are multiple factors that can affect the strength of your sub
frame, including the size of your joists and the material used. 
DDecks are unable to accept any liability for the installation of 
inadequate sub-frames. 

Place starter clips along the edge of each joist at the end you 
wish to start laying boards from and ensure each screw is fully 
fastened. 

10mm expansion gap should be left between the decking 
boards and any walls or other fixed objects. 
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A minimum 10mm gap should be left between the decking 
and walls or other fixed objects for expansion and contraction. 
These are estimates only, for more complex designs and 
features, a drawing to scale may help you determine how much 
material and spacing will be required. 

Slide the first deck board into the starter clips and simply click 
into place. 

Place concealed fixing clips A and B into the first boards groove 
making sure the toothed side is pushed into the groove along 
each of the joists and screw into place. Placing the special Clip 
B with the side hole into the middle section of the decking. 
Ensure the toothed side goes into the groove and secure 
through the side hole into the decking. Our concealed clips 
maintain a consistent gap of 5mm between the board lengths. 
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Repeat steps 5-8 until you reach the last two boards. make 

sure you do not over tighten the screws as the clips may snap 

under pressure. 

When two boards meet end to end you must ensure the relevant 

expansion gap of no less than 5mm between the boards and 

they should be secured individually with a concealed clip. 

Secure the starter clips to the marked points on the joist. 

-

DECKS www.ddecks.co.uk 

When two boards meet end to end to create a longer structure 

they must be supported by separate joists underneath, one 

under each board. These joists must have a 5mm gap between 

them to allow for expansion and to prevent water pooling. 

Before fitting the last two boards, measure where the starter 

clips should be on the joist and mark with a pencil. 

Slide the last boards into place and slide down the last row of 

concealed spacers and screw into place. 
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When fixing fascia board allow 5-6mm expansion gap to edge 
of deck boards. Fit fascia boards to the joist at 90° angle and 
drill pilot holes before securing screws into fascia. 

Use Sealant to stick down Corner trims. 
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Screw fascia boards on each side. 

Wipe away any excess sealant. 
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